
 

 

mon that day will be “In Search of A 
Perfect Christian.” 
 
Kick-Off Sunday will also be Bring
-a-Friend Sunday. We want you to 
invite a friend to church that morning to add to the 
excitement of the day. Invite a neighbour, a friend, 
a family member, or someone from work. Children 
can also invite their friends from school or home. 
There will be special surprises for the children. Re-
member there will be ONLY ONE service Septem-
ber 12th at 10:30 a.m. Bring a friend and enjoy the 
morning with us. 
 
So, lots of exciting things coming up. Let’s make 
this Kick-Off Sunday the best ever!! 
 
In the ministry of Jesus Christ with you,  

Kick-Off and Bring-a-Friend 
Sunday is coming up on Septem-
ber 12th. We begin our new church 
year with ministries, committees, 
and groups beginning to come into 
action after summer recess as 
families return from vacations and 
trips. This is an exciting and busy 

time around the church! Our theme for the church 
year is based again on our purpose statement: “To 
be a welcoming congregation nurturing followers 
of Jesus Christ.” Our special emphasis for this next 
year is going into the future with new plans and 
programs to nurture a closer walk of faith with Je-
sus Christ. On Kick Off Sunday there will be dis-
plays of the many different ministries we have at 
the church, special refreshments, and an exciting 
celebration of praise, music, and worship. My ser-
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Ring Around the Collar 

KICK-OFF & BRING-A-FRIEND SUNDAY 

 

September 12th 

Kick-Off and Bring-A-Friend 
Sunday 

ONLY ONE SERVICE  - AT 10:30 A.M.  

with everyone gathered together! 

DISPLAYS • REFRESHMENTS 

 • GREAT MUSIC • FRIENDS  

• WORSHIP 

See You in Church With a 
Friend on September 12th! 
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Just a reminder 
that Taize for 
D i sc i p l esh ip 
services con-
tinue to be held 

at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month.    
        
Dates and themes for the remainder of 2010 are Sep-
tember 15 – Kindness/Goodness, October 20 – Faith-
fulness, November 17 – Gentleness, and December 15 
– Self-Control. Come experience a combination of re-
petitive songs and chants, scripture readings and periods 
of group silence. The people in charge have been crea-
tive with making the central altar area fit the theme for 
each service. 
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The next gathering of this fun evening of fellowship 
and potluck will take place on Friday, September 
24, hosted by Lynn & John Dokken. The festivities 
begin at 7 p.m. Single and married adults of all ages 
are invited. To RSVP, get directions or to find out 
what dish to bring, call Lynn or John at 805-498-
7301.  

This book and video discussion 
group for women meets the first 
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. 
For September 6 the group will 
meet for a movie at a local theater 
and have a discussion time after-

wards. The movie, location and time TBD. For informa-
tion about BeeVees, call Dorie in the church office. 
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Videos! 

� �

����������

���	���	����������

���	���	����������

���	���	����������

���	���	� ���
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
Friday, September 17 - Sunday, September 19 

Aldersgate Retreat Center - Pacific Palisades 

Sister Joann Heinritz - returning to lead us  

$210 - includes lodging & meals 

Questions? Contact Christy Sutphen at 805- 807- 
6437 or christysutphen@gmail.com or Nancy Mo-

ravec in the church office at 805-497-7884.�

Register now! 

Church Camp 
 

Friday, October 22 
through 

Sunday, October 24 

Ojai Again

In 2010 
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“He (St. Paul) believes those who know God’s 
heart will live out God’s purposes in the world.”  
                               Rev. Thomas R. Steagald 
 
The apostle Paul encourages those who have new 
life in Christ to seek things that lead to knowing the 
heart of God. He believes those who praise God 
will serve God and live according to God’s pur-
poses. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, 
wrote that we should “do no harm, do good and 
love God.” Both St. Paul and John Wesley agree 
that we are to be mindful of our spiritual heart, just 
as we are mindful of our physical heart.  
  
So how is it with your heart? In what ways are you 
loving, serving, praising God? What spiritual habits 
do you employ to “cultivate a heart for God?” What 
is your greatest distraction, that which competes for 
your heart?  And how does that competition affect 
your relationship with God? Indeed, are you 
“setting your heart on things that are above?”   
 
These are challenging questions for each of us. We 
claim to be children of God. We profess to be 
Christians. We sing the hymns, say the prayers and 
participate in the liturgy. We attend and support the 
church. But setting our heart on God in order to live 
out God’s purposes in the world is not for the faint 
of heart! Fortunately, we have a constant and faith-
ful companion on this journey, one who hears our 
prayers and strengthens our resolve. For this and so 
much more we sing: 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above the heavenly host;  

Praise Creator, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
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For those who are crafty, talented or 
just plain determined, do we have a 
project for you! We need your home-
made, holiday-themed items to sell. 
 

Please consider making our Holiday Boutique a great 
success by donating handmade items and decorations, 
as well as gently used or new tabletop collectibles. I 
know it seems far away, however, November will be 
here in a 'blink of an eye'! 

Please call Nancy Moravec at 805-497-7884, if you 
need ideas. 

"Ladies Night Out Preview" 
Friday, November 12, 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

 

"The Magic of Christmas" Holiday Boutique 
Saturday, November 13, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

 

"Soup & Dessert Luncheon" 11 a.m. - 1:30 p m. 

November 12 & 13 

 

18th Annual  
Music Camp 
 

Imagine the excitement of 126 first to eighth graders 
singing, ringing, dancing and learning about the varied 
melodies, harmonies, rhythms, styles, tempos and vol-
umes involved in making music! That is what filled all 
of our church buildings the week of August 9-13 during 
our 18th annual Pizazz music camp. In addition to hav-
ing fun, the participants learned in a short period of time 
a lot about the “Kaleidoscope of Sound” that culmi-
nated in an energetic performance on Friday evening.  
  
Music ministry of UMCWV sponsors this annual sum-
mer musical arts program as a form of community out-
reach. Three full and five partial scholarships were 
given to students who otherwise would not have been 
able to participate. These were funded this year by the 
generosity of Outreach and Social Concerns, Women’s 
Ministries and the Pizazz budget. Thirty of the partici-
pants (24%) were from or have family ties with our 
church and 43 students were new to the program this 
year. Boys made up 22% of the total and girls the re-
maining 78%. 
   
The success of this program each year is possible be-
cause of the dedication and quality of our teachers and 
helpers. We give kudos to all staff members who 
worked so hard to make Pizazz 2010 another wonderful 
week. Some of the staff came from the community, but 
listed here are those from our church who were on the 
team that made the week go so well. We greatly appre-
ciate the assistance of the following people:  
  

Teachers – Gloria Hilliard, Nick Newkirk and, formerly 
from our church, Susanna Judd-Newkirk, who returned 
again from Washington to teach half of the handbell 
classes.  

Helpers – Andrew Aldcroft, Jennifer Allison, Clair Alli-
son, Isabella Anderson, Kathy Bordner, Clara Cutbill, 
Cheryl DiSpaltro, Gary Evans, Barbara Ghosh, Hayli 
Harrah, Cindy Martinez, Christine Menges, John 
Menges, Michelle Menges, Haley Pearson, Brooke Stu-
art, Faith Webb and Robert Webb.  
  

Root Beer float servers – Allison Boring, Renee Bu-
jewski, Heather Jacques, Linda Menges, Brenda Rogers, 
Lisa Ross – and possibly others helping them. 
  

Photographers during the performance – John Dokken 
& Gary Evans. 
  

Others who played key roles – Pastor Gary Dickey, Pas-
tor Brian Long, Sharon Brandenberger, Dorie Kracker, 
Manuel Poot & Phil Severance. 
  

All of the youth helpers from UMCWV are previous 
Pizazz participants! A team of leaders is necessary to 
make the Pizazz program successful year after year – 
and we are thankful for each of them for their willing 
and capable participation. Pizazz is an intense, exhaust-
ing but rewarding week and we could never get through 
it without all of their assistance. 
 

Carol Ames & Lynn Dokken,  
Pizazz 2010 Leadership Team 



 

 

��������	
��
����

�����
���

�������������	��
�	���
�
�
 

           We wish to thank each of the following families 
for sharing altar flowers with the congregation on a Sun-
day in June, July or August.  
 

June   6  In memory of Vera Shaw, Sherry  
    McBride’s mother 
   In memory  of Cyrus Boynton 
June 13 Celebrated Clair Allison’s birthday 
   Celebrated Charlene & Shel Sundgren’s 
    52nd anniversary 
June 20 Celebrated Robyn & Rich Grenn’s 5th  
    anniversary 
June 27 Celebrated Margaret’s 14th & Sally’s 18th 
    birthdays & their graduations 
 
July  4 Celebrated Pam & Tom Sutphen’s 28th  
    anniversary 
July 11 Celebrated Yvonne & Fred Cunningham’s 
    25th anniversary 
July 18 In memory of Paul Yun Sr. 

July 25 Celebrated Holly Petrusson’s birthday  
 
August  1 Celebrated the birthdays of Will & Thomas 
     Nonnemaker 
August  8 Celebrated Betsy & Wade Berry’s 55th 
     anniversary 
August 15 Celebrated Kitty & Chris Soltow’s 25th 
     anniversary 
August 22 Celebrated Melly & Lee Friel’s 50th 
     anniversary 
   Celebrated Linda & Joe Calhoun’s 1st 
     anniversary 
   Celebrated Kate Lucile Comparato’s 1st 
     birthday 
August 29 Celebrated Martha Shaver’s birthday 
   Honored Mary Nolan (Charter member) 

Together we can make a difference! 
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By Carol Ames, Communications Coordinator 

School on Wheels 
 

Remember the school days when you were little? Imag-
ine that time and then suddenly your family has to leave 
their home, has no money coming in and no where to 
live. You might miss a great deal of school or have to 
leave school to move where there is a homeless shelter. 
 
It is estimated that there are 200,000 homeless children 
in California. Every time a homeless child moves to an-
other school they fall behind in their studies. School on 
Wheels and their volunteer tutors are there to help them. 
This organization defines homeless children as those 
living in shelters, motels, cars, on the street and in group 

Jan Freeman, who died in January, was a special per-
son in the lives of many in our church and The Grow-
ing Place preschool. She will be remembered for years 
to come as “Mrs. Freeman’s Music Garden,” in the 
play yard, was dedicated on Monday, August 16. The 
children who attend The Growing Place now have a 
portion of the play yard where they can dress up, play 
instruments and “perform” on a raised stage area for 
classmates who have built-in seating on a low brick 
wall around the area. There is even an archway en-
trance with a sign telling people what this special 
place is called, all dedicated to a beloved teacher and 
friend. I will plan to include pictures of this new area 
in the October Covenant. 

foster homes. 
 
School on Wheels provides free one-on-one tutoring, 
free backpacks and school supplies, assistance enrolling 
in school and help locating lost records. 
 
Do you have the desire to make a difference in a child’s 
life? Go to the website www.schoolonwheels.org and 
volunteer one hour a week. And/or donate at church on 
September 12 when the Mission Moment will be School 
on Wheels and Mission Envelopes will be provided. 
 

Nadine Larson, Outreach & Social Concerns 
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Wednesday Study Group 
beginning Sept. 15, 2-3:30 p.m.  

 

THE LIVES OF GREAT CHRISTIANS, Christianity's  
great saints, theologians, missionaries and martyr's, is 
the subject presented by Dr. William R. Cook with class 
discussion following each week's video lecture. Learn 
how stewards of faith like St. Paul, St. Augustine, St. 
Francis of Assisi, Sir Thomas More, Mother Teresa and 
John Wesley have shaped world history and how they 
speak to us today. 
 
Extensive reading is not required and you are warmly 
welcomed. For information, contact Glen Swanson at 
818-865-0120. 
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Blood Donors Save Lives 

 

Blood donations are slowing as the economy is slid-
ing. United Blood Services, which supplies the blood 
needed by all the hospitals in Ventura County, is pre-
dicting a 10-20 percent reduction in blood from mo-
bile drives this year. We can help! 
 
Be sure to sign up September 19th, 26th or October 
3rd to donate blood at our church on SUNDAY, Oc-
tober 10, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. The blood donation 
process is easy. It usually takes about 45 minutes and 
most donors find it a painless and heart-warming ex-
perience. A brief interview is the first step. Next your 
temperature, blood pressure, pulse and blood hemo-
globin level are checked.  The actual donation takes 
about 8 minutes. So sign up to give a “gift of life” 
that only human beings can give to one another. 
 
When you give blood with United Blood Services, 
you’re saving the lives of your friends, families and 

neighbors in Ventura County - a local gift that helps 
those close to home. There is a special need for O+ 
and O - blood types. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS; 
Healthy, age 17 years or older, weigh at least 110 
pounds and have a photo ID. 
 
DO NOT DONATE IF YOU: 
Have a cold, sore throat, flu or fever 
Have taken oral antibiotics in the last 24 hours 
Have a history of cancer in the last year 
Have had hepatitis after age 11 
Have had a tattoo in the past 12 months 
Have had a blood transfusion in the past 12 months 
 
The F.D.A. has recently added a few travel restric-
tions due to mad cow disease. To ask about travel and 
medication restrictions, please call 800-715-3699. 
 
Any questions, call Linda Keithley at 805-523-9078. 

we take it from a tap or a plastic bottle, its ulti-
mate source is nature. 

 
With all this in mind, Dr. Suzuki goes on to explain 
why pollution in nature means pollution in us. “As we 
breathe, our lungs fill with air as well as with what-
ever else is in the air. Many pollutants such as smog 
react directly and immediately with our lung tissues. 
Others, such as soot, can become embedded in our 
lungs and cause problems over time. When we eat, 
our intestinal tracts break down the food to use for 
appropriate body functions. At the same time, the di-
gestive system must try to process any toxins that 
have entered with the water and food....Sooner or 
later, the toxins we put into nature find their way back 
to us.” 
 
Again, he reminds us: “Our choices at all levels-
individual, community, corporate and governmental-
affect nature. And they affect us. What we do to na-
ture, we do to ourselves.” 
 
So, what do we do? Consider this from renowned 
(and almost sacred) children’s author Dr. Seuss: 

 

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,  
nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”  

 
Join in! Let’s all care a whole awful lot. It’s really, 
really good food for thought! 
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by Jane Chapman 
 

“What We Are Made Of” 
 

Let me be totally up-front. The majority of this article 
I “borrowed” (okay, lifted) from the web site Grin-
ning Planet. Theoretically, I suppose one could call 
that recycling, but, in any case, I thought it was too 
good not to share with all of you. 
 
Dr. David Suzuki, Canadian scientist and environ-
mentalist offers this simple message to us 
all: “Whatever we do to nature, we do to ourselves.” 
He bases this statement on the ancient concept of the 
four basic elements: earth, air, fire and water, and re-
minds us that they are, in fact, what we are made of. 
 

Earth - The food we eat, digest and convert into muscle, 
bone and blood is grown in the soil (earth). 

 

Air  - As we breathe, our bodies use oxygen from the 
air to create energy, build cells and maintain 
healthy body functions. 

 

Fire - Energy from the sun is collected by plants and 
gives rise to plant-based foods and animals that 
we, in turn, eat and make part of our bodies. 

 

Water - Water is essential to our existence both to 
hydrate our cells and as part of our food. Whether 



 

 

Carol Choir 
(age 3 up to K) 

Sundays during Church School 
9-10 a.m. - Classrooms  

  
Sonshine Singers 

(Grades K – 2) 
Tuesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Alton Hall 
Karenjo Crump, Director - Linda Menges, Accompanist       

 
Melody Makers 

(Grades 3 – 6) 
Tuesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Building 
Nancy Phillipson, Director - Jane Chapman, Accompanist 

Celebration Singers 
(Women) 

Thursdays, 6:45 – 7:30 p.m. 
Bishop Kennedy Room 

      
Chancel Choir 

(Adults) 
Thursdays, 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

Choir Room 
 

Fishermen 
(Men) 

Times to be arranged       
  

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gloria Hilliard, Director of Music 

Ron McBain, Organist 

Children’s Choirs start September 14 Adult Choirs start September 1 or 2 

Footprints 
(Grades 7 – 12) 

Tuesdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Bishop Kennedy Room 

Nick Newkirk, Director - Ron McBain, Accompanist 
 

HANDBELL CHOIRS 
Nick Newkirk, Director  

 Tintinnabulators Praise Ringers 
           (Grades 2 & older) (Intermediate & Advanced Youth)
 Tuesdays, 4:45 – 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
                   

Covenant Ringers  
(Adults) 

Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8 p.m. 
 

VOCAL CHOIRS 
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Steve & Cindy Lampe 
9/01             

Michael & Karenjo Crump                                                
9/02 

Ben & Cindy Faccone 
9/02 

Helen & Gordon Hadley                                                
9/04 

Boyd & Peggy Donavon                                                
9/05 

Dina & Curt Gray 
9/06 

Jim & Alberta Olmstead                                             
9/07 

David & Renee Paulson                                     
9/21 

Tom & Terri Webb     
9/21 

Bill & Sandi Notthoff   
9/22 

Steve & Cathy Allen   
9/25 

Brian & Molly Albertson                                              
9/30 

Melissa & Bryan Kinch                                                  
9/30 

John & Candi Wilcox 
9/30 

OFFICE CLOSED 
��������������������������������������������������������� ���������
������������������
������������������
������������������
����������������  

COVENANT DEADLINE  
��������������� �!���������������� �!���������������� �!���������������� �!�"��
 "��
"��
"��
 ��������������������������� �� ���������������####$$$$������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

����������������������������� ���
�	��
�	���
�
�	��
�	���
�
�	��
�	���
�
�	��
�	���
�
   

 
The following dates are 
available, if you would 
like to sponsor flowers 
for the altar. 

 

September 19   

October 31 

November 7  

November 21 

December 5 
 

To sign-up, please call 
Shirley Swanson at 805-
497-4405. 
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The UMCWV is a caring Christian community 
that welcomes everyone to experience the loving 

embrace of God, nurtures one another, and 
reaches out to the community and the world 

through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

INVITE     INVOLVE    GROW    SHARE  
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SPRC is always interested in hearing from our Church 
Family. You may contact them by e-mail at SPRC@ 
umcwv.org or attend one of their upcoming meetings 
for a brief discussion time. You may also call members 
of SPRC directly at the following contact numbers: 

 

          Lynn Guess (Chair)   805-373-6709 
 Norm Elsassar    805-499-4136 
 Dave Crawford    818-706-3262
 Larry Thebaud    805-520-1377 
 Sylvia Brandon    818-706-3295 
 Chris Kyzer    805-807-4041 
 Pam Pearson  805-807-9568 
 Lynn Reynolds 818-707-3412 
  

Boyd Donavon (Lay Leader)   805-236-1494    
       Marty Blumenthal (Lay Delegate)   818-879-8185 
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CHURCH COUNCIL E-MAIL  
council@umcwv.org - this mailbox forwards a copy  

to all members of the committee.   
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Welcome! 
 

Join Us For Worship Each Sunday 
 

  8:00 AM - Worship with Communion  
             each Sunday -  Alton Hall 
  
  9:00 AM -  Worship - Sanctuary     
  Children’s Church - Christian  
  Education Bldg. Rm. 4 
  Christian Education for all ages:  
 Children - Christian Education  
                                Building, Alton Hall class 
   rooms, Youth Bldg., Pit &  
   Conference Room. 
  

              Adults - Bishop Kennedy Room 
         
10:30 AM - Worship - Sanctuary  
           

Childcare: 
9:00 & 10:30 a.m. services  

(Children  under 3 in the nursery)  
10:30 a.m. service  

3-5 year olds in Christian Education Bldg. Rm. 4 
6-8 year olds in Christian Education Bldg. Rm. 3   

 
Phone: 805-497-7884  

Fax: 805-379-5157  

COVENANT is published monthly by the United Methodist Church of Westlake Village. Visit our web site:  www.umcwv.org 
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